
Insanity and the  Stafi'ords .
From Mr W. E. Hampton  comes  a  postscript  to the matter of  Henry,  Duke

of Buckingham’s consorting with  Nandyke  the  necromancer  in  1483.
The following intriguing entry occurs  among the burials of St. Botolph’s,

Billingsgate for 9 April 1608: ‘The Lady Marye Bohun alias  Stafford,  buried out
of  Bethlehem House (Bedlam) aged 140’ (Complete Peerage.  vol. 2, p.391  note).
This lady does  not  appear  in the  pedigrees  of the Stafford earls and dukes, but as
the Bohun inheritance was  theirs  it is  difficult  to see where else one can look for
her  possible parentage. If one  takes  her great age  seriously,  one may postulate
that she was a child of Duke  Henry or  even  an  undiscovered  child of Margaret
Countess  of Richmond by her second, Stafford, husband. The lady’s  residence  in
Bedlam  was  possibly due to scnility rather than to insanity or to  some sub-normal
condition but there was  indeed  madness in Duke Henry’s ancestry as in that of
Margaret  Beaufort.  This little  mystery should perhaps be  borne  in mind when the
unstable  character and incnnsistent behaviour of Henry Stafford are  considered.

Technical  Editor  of the Ricardian

Irene  Cooper filled  this post  from  December 1975 to  December  1979 when due to
pressure  of  other work  she  decided  to  resign.  Peter Hammond and Anne Sutton,
past  and present  editors  of The  Ricardian would like  to  record  their  gratitude to
her for so  ably overseeing the  production  of the journal for the  past  seventeen
Issues.

Book  Review

RICHARD Ill PART TWO by David Pownall.  Published  (with Motocar) by
Faber &  Faber 1979. Paperback. £3.95. -
Richard  III  Part  Two has been reviewed  twice before  in  this  journal,  as a stage
production and (by me) as a radio play, so to avoid repetition  I shall. try to give
the further  impressions  I got  from  reading it, having earlier seen and heard it
performed. .

Like many plays that  really are plays  rather  than closet drama, this does not
read 'particularly well, in one  sense. Some  of the key moments are visual:
Chrysostom’s first entrance in outrageous Renaissance get-up; the dance,  literally
with  bells on, of the kings at Amiens; the mimed burial of Prince Edward; and the
revealing of the completed window which  shows  Richard murdering children.
These  have to be imagined in reading, as  does  the music (printed in  outline only at
the end of the  play) which  is:.essential  to the play’s  development. Pownall  says  in
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the  Notes: ‘Wherever  possible, the [musical] instruments should be  . ..  knitted
into the  story to give the impression of Richard 111 being a man who loved music’,
which brings me to a misgiving: the play was written for a particular group of
actors, taking into account their talents and limitations, and  I  wonder how it
would take  performance  by others? It would  certainly lose something if the  music
had to be played by an orchestra instead of by the characters  themselves.
However, other  authors have  survived  and  even  benefited from new casting of
‘tailor—made’ plays. I expect  Richard  III  Part  Two would reveal new  facets'in  a
new  production.

Reading the play I  was able to  consider  its complexities at leisure.  I  am  sure  I
have  still  not got to the bottom of it. Words and turns of phrase, marking
similarities and ironic differences, link up its different settings—1948, with
George  Orwell  talking about his new book  1984, 1984 at the Indoor Games
Conference, and 1484-5 at Berkhamsted and Westminster. We are continually
being reminded of our own age, through language and concepts: David Pownall
has said  that  this is  a  play not so much ‘about’ Richard III as about an idea—that
history is a fact, and should not be used for dialectic and propaganda purposes.
Reading it, I notice that Lovell and Mcsters, who are concerned only with_
games and images, use cliché almost all the time; that Chrysostom’s excuse for his
libellous  portrait  could equally apply to More: ‘My window pin-points evil  for
them, provides  an answer to the old problem of who to blame for the past and
who not to  trust  for the future’—the history—as-moral—tale argument. The Tudor
myth  appears  as a Party Political Broadcast which, by piling on the deformities
and  evil, renders itself  ridiculous and incredible.

A rich play, intellectually and in its language, though  some of the lyrics make
-  better, impressionistic sense when sung than they do read. I find it one of the most

exciting modern  plays I  have encountered. It is well worth reading; though to see
it  well  performed is  even better. ‘ -

DIEIRDRE BARBER

PATRONAGE, PEDIGREE AND POWER IN LATER  MEDIEVAL
ENGLAND, edited Charles Ross. Alan Sutton, Rowman & Littlefield 1979.
£6.95  (UK.  only).
Members  of the Richard 111 Society will  find that much of  this  book is of
immediate  interest to them as  students  of Yorkist history as well as wider  themes
of late  medieval history in England and, surprisingly, Japan. It is a collection of
papers delivered  at a Symposium held in the University of Bristol in 1978. They
are slight works in the most complimentary sense for one  feels  they are all part of
larger programmes of research which it is hoped  will  one day emerge in print; they
whet the appetite. A. J. Pollard analyses the gentry of the Middleham and
Richmond area, the power centre of Richard, Earl of Warwick, and then Richard,
Duke of Gloucester. It was a closely knit area clearly differentiated even  from
nearby Craven and from the honour of Knaresborough. How much more  wefe  its
men strangers in the south when ‘planted’ there by Richard III and its ladies when
in attendance on  Queen  Anne at her coronation. Dr Pollard’s further work in. this
field can be read in several other articles elsewhere. Dr Carole Rawclifl'e is clqarly
fascinated by the complexities and importance of baronial councils and gives us
one of the most interesting essays on the daily-life of the magnate and his advisers
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drawn from the  gentry, lawyers  and  administrators.  She  stresses  the legal
importance  of these  councils  in their handling of local  rivalries  and their  assistance
to litigants  unable  to  sort  out their  problems  in the  common  law  courts.  They
performed  a  local  function similar  to the king’s  council  at the  centre.  Little
documentation exists of Richard of  Gloucester’s council  but Dr  Rawcliffe shows
us  that  parallels  exist to give  a  notion  of his preoccupations. Among the other
papers, Michael  Hicks  reassesses  the  role  of the  Woodvilles, that grasping and
disagreeable  family, in Yorkist  politics  and their conspicuoususe of  royal  favour.
He  sees the  family as a  generator  of faction and a malign  influence.  R. A.  Griffiths
ephasises  the  sense of dynasty among the factors that  nurtured  the  Wars  of
the Roses, pinpointing the  exclusion  of the Duke of  York  from the  possible heirs
of Henry VI in favour of the Beauforts, Staffords and Hollands.  Margaret
Condon deals  with the  personal rule  of Henry VII and his  concern  to  break  down  _
the old ruling élites  and to  keep all his  subjects on  a  tight  rein  held  only by himself.
He  created a  new  stable  ruling élite of  lesser  men, especially lawyers, and
successfully eliminated the factions so conspicuous under  Henry VI and  Edward
IV. Alison  Allan  throws  more  light on political propaganda, a  subject receiving
increasing attention from historians of this  period.  She shows how genealogies
were  drawn  up to  trace  Edward  IV’s  descent from Brutus, the  founder  of the
British  race, through  Cadwaladr, the  Welsh  Princes and the Mortimers, and how
ancient  prophecies  were  re-interpreted  in  favour  of the  Yorkists  as the  restorers  of
the  true  line of  English  kings and the future  conquerors  of  France.  These were
works  designed for  a  small educated audience  but one which  Edward  IV valued
and desired to  understand  the  rights  of his  House.  Finally there are  papers  by K.
R.  Dockray noting the  coincidences  between  the  Wars  of the  Roses  and the
Japanese  Onin War and by Anne  Curry on the  military organisation  of
Lancastrian  Normandy.  With  such  a  wide  variety of subjects few  readers  will find
nothing to interest them among these essays  to which it is not  possible  to do
justice  in a  short  review. Finally a  compliment  must  be paid to the  printer:  the  .
clclwer is  a  bright, scholarly and by no  means  boring, brown  and its text is easy on
t  e  eye.

ANNE  F.  SUTTON

Notices  of Books and Articles

The following list  consists  of  recent  books  and  articles, mainly published in the
last  twelve  months, although earlier publications may be included. The
appearance  of an item in this list  does  not  preclude  its  subsequent  review.
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BOOKS

Constance  Bullock-Davies, Menstrellorum Multitude: Minstrels  at  a Royal
Feast.  xli and 188  pages.  1978. Cardiff: University of Wales  Press, £7.50.

Payroll  of minstrels attending feast  for the knighting of  Edward  of Caernarvon
in  1306.  A delightful  book  contributing much to our understanding of the
medieval  royal  household including that  of the  fifieenth  century.

Wendy R. Childs, Anglo—Castilian Trade  in the  later Middle  Ages.  viii and 264
pages. 1978.  Manchester  University Press', £11.95.

A  trade  which  increased  considerably under  the Yorkist Kings.
Thomas N. Tentler, Sin and  Confession  on the Eve of the  Reformation.  xxiv and
395 pages. 1977. Princeton  University Press, £18.80.

Reaffirms the  importance  of the  sacrament  of confession as  a  means of  social
control  by the church in this  period.

ARTICLES

John H. Fisher, Chancery Standard and  modern  written English, Journal  of the
Society of Archivists,  vol. 6, no. 3, April  1979, pp.l36—l44.

A  flllnl'll‘er contribution on the transition  from dialects  to a written stand
Eng is  .

M. A. Hicks, Descent, Partition and Extinction: the ‘Warwick Inheritance’,
Bulletin of the  Institute  of Historical  Research vol.  52, no. 126, 1979.

Traces  the disposal of these  estates under the  Yorkists  and  Henry VII.
J. W.  McKenna, The myth of parliamentary sovereignty in late  medieval England,
English Historical Review,  vol. 94, no. 372, July 1979, pp.48l—506.

A  severe  criticism of the recent article by Charles Wood and W. H. Dunham
which proposed a  parliamentary title for  certain  English kings, notably Richard
III.

A. E. B. Owen, A  scrivcner’s  notebook  from Bury St. Edmunds, Archives,  vol.  14,
no. 61, Spring 1979, pp.l6-22.

The  only known  English  example of such a  book.  It belonged to  William
Brown, clerk, who flourished in the  14605.

Dorothy M. Slavin, Richard 111, Journal  of Graphoanalysis,  July 1979, pp.5—7.
A  character  analysis of Richard 111 based on an examination of samples of his
handwriting.

Anne Sutton, The Coronation Robes of Richard III and Anne  Neville,  Costume,
no. 13, 1979, pp.8—l6, illustrated.

A  description of these robes and their purposes based on the Great Wardrobe
Accounts  of 1483.

THESES

Lorraine C.  Attreed, The  Relations  between the Royal  Government  and the  City
of  York  1377—1490. For degree of MA,  Medieval  Studies,  University  of York
1979.
C. J. Tyldesley, The Crown and the local communities in  Devon  and  Cornwall
1377—1422. Doctoral  thesis, Exeter University 1978.
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Notes on Contributors

Deirdre Barber  took her degree in  drama  and  English. She was a
professional  actress  for a  time  and now  works  as a  librarian,  continuing to write
plays and to act and  direct  for the  amateur theatre.

W. E.  Hampton  educated U. S. A. and England; BA Dunelm; artist  (pa_in_ter,
stained  glass painter/designer; sculptor);  member  of  several  learned societies;
author  of  Memorials  of the  Wars  of the  Roses,

.  Mary 0'R_egan  is the  editor  of  Blanc Sanglier,  the Yorkshire Branch
magazine.  She' IS by profession a law  librarian  and her  outside interests  include

.heraldry and  ecclesiastical history.

Gwen Waters  joined  the Society in 1971 and is working on a  history  of
Gloucester' m  the fifteenth century. She has  published several articles  on this topic
in the  Ricardian.

William  White,  a  member since  1972, is  a  chartered chemist.  He  holds  a
diploma in archaeology and is  also  a member  of the International  Society  for the
Study of Church Monuments. .

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS
Classified  advertisements  can be  accepted  at 4p per  word.  It would be appreciated
if  advertisers forwarded  remittances together  with  copy to be  inserted  to Thé
Editor, 11  Eton  Avenue, London N. W. 3. Cheques or  postal  orders  should be
crossed  and  made payable  to the  Richard  111  Society.

Other  advertisements  can be  accepted  for publication in the  Ricardian  and
aréyone interested in taking space—full, half  or  quarter page—should  contact  the
E  itor.

New member, building library, seeks old  Ricardians  and books/journals about
’fifteenth and sixteenth century history—from Halsted to Patent  Rolls.  Offers to
Eric  Thompson, 90 Uplands Road, London, N8 9N1.

The Monarchist League. All  readers  of The  Ricardian  would find much of  interest
in The  Monarchist.  Subscriptions, including full membership of The Monarchist
League, £10.00  p.a.  Full  details  and application forms available  from  the Principal
Secretary, The Monarchist League, Secretariat, 15, Unthank  Road, Norwich.

Wanted—Edward  of Middleham  b)" P.  Hammond.  Please  contact:  Mrs.  L.
Crutchley, 59, Flatts Lane, Calverton, Nottingham, NGl4  6LA.

189'



,r/

I

CONTRIBUTIONS To THE RIC AR;DIAN
These  are welcomed from all  members on any subject relevant to the  aims  of the
Society.  These  may be illustrated by photographs (glossy prints  showing good
contrast) or by liné drawings. All contributions, including advertisements  and
letters, must  be  typewritten, with  double spacing and  adequate margins,  on one
side of the  paper  only‘.  Permission  must  be obtained for the use of  copyright
material, but this is not  usually necéssary for  short quotes.  References  and
footnotes must  be  given  in one  sequence  at the end of the  article.  They must take
the form  similar  to the  following examples:

J. H. Ramsay, Lancaster and York,  Vol. 2  (Cambridge  1892), pp.  485—6.

B. P.  Wolffe, When  and why did  Hastings lose  his  head? English Historical
Review, Vol.  89  (1974),p pp 835—844.

Details need not be given in full for second and  subsequent  references to  the‘
same source.

Contributions  for the  June  Ricardian  or  Bulletin  must  reach  Anne  Suttori,
ll Eton  Avenue,  London  NW3, by 31  March. This (does  not  apply to articles

.  which should  be  sent  well in  advance  and can be  sent  at any time.
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